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OUTGOING ASUM PRESIDENT'S GOALS ARE VERY INTERNATIONAL
By Janice Downey 
UM News and Publications
As part of her homecoming scholarship application last fall, 
University of Montana honors student Jennifer Isern attached a 
page headed Appendix 1 with a 46-item list of her campus 
activities, scholarships and honors. Highlights include: 
president of UM’s student government; 1988-89 Watkins Scholar; 
1987 Truman Scholar; Advocate; Mortar Board member; and director 
of Model United Nations, an annual event at UM.
Isern, a senior majoring in political science, looks beyond 
graduation this spring. Her knuckles-down approach to college 
has prepared her for expanding her circle and shooting for bigger 
marbles far from Lewistown and Billings, where she grew up.
At the end of winter quarter Isern completed her term as 
1988-89 president of the UM's student government. She plans to 
draw on her leadership experience and education in political 
science for one day influencing international affairs, especially 
in developing countries. Her goal relates to her philosophy that 
people leave imprints in the world with their actions and take 
those experiences with them when they die.
"I want to make sure when I'm gone the legacy that I leave 
behind is positive," Isern says.
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For starters, she'll be a graduate student this fall at 
Princeton University's Woodrow Wilson School of International 
Affairs. She hopes to serve as a Peace Corps volunteer either as 
part of or after her graduate studies.
"The Third World is where everyone is starting to focus, and 
it's about time," Isern says. "I want to invest my life in the 
Third World, and I want to try and make a positive influence 
there."
She’s particularly interested in reforestation of the 
dwindling rain forest. "I want to focus on one specific issue in 
the Third World," she said, "because there's no way I can be an 
expert on everything, at least when I'm 21--maybe when I'm 80."
As an intern with Leadership America, Isern went to Costa 
Rica last summer as a forestry adviser and saw the deforestation 
problem there. As a UM Watkins Scholar this year, she returned 
to Costa Rica during Christmas break to gather information on a 
reforestation project named Madelena for her Watkins thesis.
Madelena, started by the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, tries to incorporate reforestation with development 
and agriculture by training local people in ways to use trees in 
farming to prevent erosion, keep land fertile and serve as shade 
supports, she explains.
While learning about the project on her first visit to Costa 
Rica, Isern experienced social barriers. "I was called 'gringa' 
a lot," she says, referring to the pejorative term for a white
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foreigner in Latin America or Spain. "The whole cultural thing 
was really hard because not only was I a 'gringa,' I was also a 
woman. I'm not supposed to be running around with a note pad.
I'm supposed to be at home."
During her second visit she adapted better to the societal 
differences. She learned to keep her eyes cast downward while in 
public and to either not ask or to rephrase questions that would 
challenge someone's authority. These lessons, she says, will be 
valuable to her in international work.
Her call to the international arena began in junior year at 
Billings West High School when she went to France for a summer as 
part of the North Atlantic Cultural Exchange League. Since then 
she’s had six years of French and a year of Spanish. As a 
student leader at UM, Isern has worked to motivate students and 
involve them in issues.
"I can use that internationally," she says. "I won't be 
dealing with faculty, staff, students and administration. I'll 
be dealing with developers, peasants, government and 
international whatever."
Building on her scholastic experience and reforestation 
work, Isern hopes some day to go beyond that environmental 
problem to effect change in other areas of pressing international 
concern, such as human rights and economics. After conquering 
the world abroad, she hopes to return Stateside as a professor.
"But my primary interest right now is living and working and
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breathing international kinds of concerns," Isern says.
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